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has perpetuated itself into the Middle Ages—that is Cey-
lon', says Ren6 Grousset.1
While, then, the aboriginal Veddas survive in forest-
fastnesses, still using bow and arrow, and while out-caste
tribes tell of Hindu victories over Buddhist tolerance, the
Sinhalese claim descent from several Aryan invasions from
Bengal, and the Tamils claim to be the children of later
invasions from south India. And these two races have
each built a characteristic civilization, mingling at times
in intermarriage and synthesis. The real history of Lanka
begins in the third century b.c. with the classic mission
of Asoka's son Mahinda, whose rock study at Mihintale
is perhaps its most sacred spot. That, and the aged Bo-tree
(ficus religtosa) at Anuradhapura—a symbol of the Buddhist
religion and of its vitality through twenty-two centuries
—are solemn reminders of the great-hearted missionary.
From Behar (land of Viharas) he and his sister came,
and soon stately dagobas or stupas arose, with monasteries,
lotus-pools, and pilgrim-shelters clustering about them.
From such centres the Way of the Buddha in both its
Theravada, or more stoic, and its Mahasangha, or more
liberal forms, spread to surrounding lands. Kings, influ-
enced by great abbots, vied with one another as builders
of monastery and dagoba, Abhayadushta (early first cen-
tury b.c.) founding the Bronze Hall or Lohaprasada,
Vatta-gamini thirty years later the great Abhayagiri for
the heretical monks of the more liberal school. In its
prime it towered four hundred feet above the plain, over-
shadowing and rivalling the exquisite little Thuparama,
attributed to the first Buddhist king—Devanampiyatissa,
'Beloved of the Gods'—friend and imitator of Asoka, who
built it to lodge the collar-bone of the Buddha himself.
Such is the legend, which also tells of his dramatic con-
version when hunting with his court. All this and much
more can be read in the Great Chronicle or Mahavamsa—
a pious narrative, with much historic truth and much
edifying legend, which reminds us of the Diaries of Fa
* Histoire deFAsie, ii.

